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Tel: 028 6632 2918 Fax: 028 6632 8842 Email: info@stjosephs.enniskillen.ni.sch.uk

www.stjosephscollegeenniskillen.com



St. Joseph’s College is an all ability 11 – 18 post primary school which promotes the moral, intellectual, 
cultural, social and personal development of its students. Through a Catholic Christian ethos, we aim 
to provide an atmosphere of dignity and respect for each member of our college community.

St. Joseph’s College aims to:

•  Foster an environment which enables students to develop as mature young Christians whose 
Catholic faith is expressed in their everyday lives.

•  Provide a broad and balanced curriculum which will maximise the potential of each individual 
student and therefore develop confidence and self esteem.

•  Ensure that arrangements for pastoral care are integrated with, and reflected in, the day to day 
learning and teaching.

•  Encourage parents/carers to take an active part in the education of their children and life of the 
college.

•  Report to parents/carers on the progress of their child/children on a regular basis.

•  Create opportunities whereby students can develop an interest in, and an involvement with, the 
wider community.

E
N

N I S K IL L E N

SA
IN

T
JO

SEPH'S CO
LLEG

E

A
im

s

2 3

C
o

r
e

 V
a

l
u

e
s

E
N

N I S K IL L E N

SA
IN

T
JO

SEPH'S CO
LLEG

E



Welcome to our International Students

St Joseph’s College welcomes all our international 
newcomers.
Approximately 10% of our school is non-English speaking. 
We have students from Poland; Lithuania; Hungary; Syria; 
Latvia, Moldova and Nepal. These students are a great 
asset to the school and add to the intercultural profile of 
the St. Joseph’s College Community.

St. Joseph’s College Accommodation

St. Joseph’s College is located on a nine-acre site at Drumclay within a few minutes walk of the town 
centre.

Built in 1960, the school was initially under the care of the Presentation Brothers whose guiding 
influence is still continued in the Catholic ethos and Christian atmosphere of the college.

Our present accommodation includes:
√   Ten general classrooms
√   Two Science laboratories
√   Art and Design suite
√  Three Technology and 
 Design rooms
√   Music room
√   Two ICT rooms
√   Gymnasium
√   Fitness Suite
√   Library
√   Two mobile classrooms
√  School Meals Kitchen and 

Dining Room
√   Sixth Form Common Room
√   Home Economics Suite
√   Learning Support Base

Breakfast Club

The school canteen is open each 
morning from 8.40 to 9.05 and 
at break time from 10.30 to 
10.45. The menu ranges from 
toast, tea, pancakes and pizza.

Outdoor Facilities

The school has its own grass 
pitch and has the use of a 
hard surface pitch belonging 
to St. Michael’s College. It 
has permission to use the Mill 
Lough as a centre for water-
based activities. In addition, 
it makes extensive use of 
the facilities provided by 
Fermanagh Lakeland Forum 

Over the years a number of 
facilities have been added to 
the building in response to the 
changing needs of the school 
– a modern Technology suite, 
an Art & Design Studio, 
Science laboratories, three 
ICT suites, A Level facilities, 
Fitness Suite, Home 
Economics Suite, a fully 
equipped Learning Support 
Base and most recently, a 
state-of-the art changing room and shower 
facilities and a refurbished Music Room.
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Key Stage 3

In years 8, 9 &10 all students 
study the following subjects:
• Art & Design
• Base Tutor (Year 8 only)
• Drama
• English
• Home Economics
• Humanities –  

Geography & History
• ICT
• Learning for Life and Work
• Mathematics
• Modern Languages –  

French 
• Music
• Physical Education
• Religious Education
• Science
• Technology & Design

Key Stage 4

In Years 11 & 12 students 
currently study:  
A core curriculum of: 
• English
• Mathematics
• Physical Education
• Learning for Life and Work
• CEIAG
• Religious Education  

Students have a choice from:
• Art & Design
• B.Tech (through the FLC)

• Retail
• Construction
• Engineering
• Hospitality
• Business Studies
• Agriculture
• Performing Arts
• Travel & Tourism (in school)

• Drama
• French
• Geography
• History
• Home Economics
• ICT
• Music
• Occupational Studies 

(through FLC)
• Physical Education
• Religious Education
• Science
• Technology & Design

Findings of our Recent Inspection

The Education and Training Inspectorate carried out a 
Standard Inspection of St. Joseph’s College during the week 
beginning 3rd October 2011 and a subsequent Sustaining 
Improvement in March 2018.

The key findings contained in the Inspection Report are as 
follows:

• The quality of the care, guidance and support of pupils 
is outstanding.

• The quality of education provided in this school is very 
good.

• The standards achieved by the pupils are very good.  
They interact well with their peers and their behaviour 
in the classrooms and around the school is exemplary.

• The quality of provision for learning is very good.
• The quality of provision for Special Educational Needs 

is very good.
• The leadership and the management are very good.

We believe that attendance at St. Joseph’s College should 
be a life-enriching experience.  That is why the staff at 
the college are prepared to go the extra mile and offer a 
curriculum which goes beyond the basic requirements of 
the Department of Education.  We believe that learning at 
school is comprised not just of knowledge acquisition, but 
that it should extend to include the development of the 
skills, attitudes and beliefs which will help our students to 
become positive contributors to tomorrow’s society.

St. Joseph’s College is a member of the Fermanagh Learning 
Community consisting of 14 Post Primary schools, 3 Special 
schools and the South West College of Further Education 
in County Fermanagh.  The Learning Community was 
established to promote a culture of collaboration across the 
educational providers in Fermanagh to enhance educational 
provision for all 14-19 year olds.  The school is committed 
to the FLC’s vision of providing equality of opportunity for 
achievement and progression which will reflect the needs of 
the community and the local and regional economy.

Student Profile 
Aaron Jones – Year 13
Pr imary  Schoo l :  K i l l y h o m m o n ,  B o h o 
School involvement:  In school, over the years, I have been heavily involved in many sporting events. I have been involved in all the schools football teams since year 8 and I have also won an Ulster Colleges title with the school U14 team in Year 10. I have also helped out in a range of different extra-curricular events that are happening in the school, such as helping out with the Christmas Fair and recently helping to organise an Indoor Football Tournament for Year 8 and 9 pupils in school.

Educational targets: I was very happy about my GCSEs results. I know that I wouldn’t have done as well as I did if I didn’t have the help of teachers and staff at St. Joseph’s College. I am now studying BTEC Double Award Business and A-Level Health and Life Science. It’s a lot of work, but I find it really interesting and I’m enjoying the lessons a lot. I know that if I work hard and study, I will achieve good grades in both subjects. After I have finished my two years here I hope to go to university.

Outside interests: Outside of school I am a very sporty person. I play Gaelic Football for Derrygonnelly Harps and I also played for Fermanagh U17s, which takes up most my time. I also have a part time job with Tracey Concrete.
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The School Day at St. Joseph’s College

Our school day is divided into ten thirty-five minute periods. Nine out of ten of these are teaching 
periods and the remaining one is the lunch break. We have a split lunch time and Year 8 attend first 
lunch along with Years 9 and 10. The school day begins with Form Class at 9.05am and classes finish at 
3.15pm. However, extra-curricular activities then normally continue until 4.15pm. An example of a Year 
8 student timetable is shown below:

Year 8 Timetable

Student Profile 

Pat r i ck  Duffy  –  Year  12

Since joining St. Joseph’s, I have met so many people and made numerous 

great friends. I came into St Joseph’s feeling really nervous but the school 

made it very easy for me to settle in. It is such a welcoming place and it 

didn’t take me long to feel at home here.

I really have loved my time at St. Joseph’s and I have made lots of 

memories in sport, in class and with my friends. I have gained so many 

valuable learning experiences here too! Having enjoyed my time here so much, I am really 

thinking about returning to do my A-Levels but thanks to the dedicated and committed staff 

here at St Joseph’s, I also have many other options open to me, on the road to success.

There are so many opportunities here in St Joseph’s:  endless amounts of sporting activities and 

many different clubs held within and after school, which appeal to all the pupils’ varied interests. 

Personally, I have loved playing for the school’s Gaelic teams over the years.

There are two things that really stand out for me about St Joseph’s - the support I received and 

the fun I have had! St Joseph’s is an amazing school and it really will be hard to leave when  it 

is my time to go.

St Joseph’s has sculpted me into the person I am today. The staff here are extremely helpful 

and always look for the best in every pupil, no matter their ability. They have been a major help 

to me in my GCSEs and the numerous after-school revision classes available here, have helped 

me reach my targets. I have gained confidence and grown as a student. For my GCSEs I had 

brilliant options to choose from and got exactly what I had hoped for. The subjects have been 

challenging but enjoyable. I know I couldn’t have done it without the support of the staff and 

for that I will always be grateful. 7
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Learning Support

St. Joseph’s College is committed to meeting the individual needs of every student who enrols in the 
school regardless of their perceived ability. All students follow the same curriculum but it is adapted 
within the classroom to meet individual learning needs. 

In addition, the Learning Support Co-ordinator, in conjunction with a team of Learning Assistants, fully 
utilises our new state-of-the-art Learning Support Base. Here, students can avail of one-to-one or small 
group work for extra support in English and Mathematics.

Aims of our Learning Support Programme

• To identify students with additional or individual needs throughout the school.
• To ensure that these are met through internal and external support.
• To ensure that all students with additional needs feel valued and that notable achievements made 

by individuals are recognised.
• To ensure that all students have access to a broad and balanced curriculum.
• To use teaching strategies which ensure effective learning.
• To initiate programmes of support that promote more effective learning for students in school.
• To work collaboratively with Parents, Pastoral Care Coordinator, Literacy & Numeracy Coordinators, 

Transitions Coordinator, Careers Officer, WELB  and relevant support services as well as Learning 
Assistants, Form Teachers, Heads of Key Stage and Subject Coordinators in identifying needs and 
in planning and implementing programmes for students who have Special Educational/Additional 
or Disability Needs.

During our Open Day, the Learning Support Co-ordinator, Mrs Deirdre Quinn will be available to 
talk to parents/carers individually or you can contact the school to arrange a meeting. 

“The quality of the care, 
guidance and support of 
pupils is outstanding. The 
quality of provision of 
Special Educational Needs 
is very good” – Inspection 
Report 2011
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Sixth Form

St. Joseph’s College has a small but very successful Sixth Form. As an active member of the Fermanagh 
Learning Community we can now offer a much wider range of subjects than ever before. Currently 
on offer at post-16 are:

A Levels BTEC National Diploma

Art & Design Sport Studies
ICT Hospitality
Product Design Construction
Physical Education Engineering
Applied Science Agriculture
Music Child Care
Moving Image Performing Arts
Government & Politics ICT
Geography Business Studies (Single)
History Business Studies (Double)
Physics
Mathematics

We are very proud of the fact that we are at 
the cutting edge of educational technology. 
Every classroom is furnished with an 
interactive whiteboard and each 6th Form 
student can avail of our new 6th form 
study hall which is equipped with individual 
computer workstations and is supervised at 
all times..

In addition to their examination subjects, 
our Sixth Form students take part in a varied 
enrichment programme with students from 
other local schools which is designed to 
go beyond the purely academic and is an 
opportunity to put something back into the 
local community. 

Student Council

The Student Council is a very important part 
of student life within St. Joseph’s College. 
A President and Vice President are elected 
by the whole student body. Students from 
Year 14 put themselves forward for these 
prestigious positions. They have responsibility 
to organise and run the Student Council 
which is made up of elected representatives 
from each class. This gives the students a 
real say in the running of the school; it also 
gives the students an opportunity to give 
something back to the school and to the local 
community. To date, some of their successes 
include being awarded a large grant by EA 
Western Region for the refurbishment of 
the Dining Hall, the purchase of goal posts 
for the school yard, a change in the uniform 
and the acquisition of a vending machine for 
bottled water. The Giving Tree in the local 
church during advent has been one of their 
major charitable successes. 9
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Working as a Learning Community to foster Dignity and Respect

Although the St. Joseph’s College learning community is made up of a large number of people 
everyone is treated as an individual. Students are grouped into Form Classes which are looked after by 
a Form Teacher. The Form Teacher is responsible for, and takes an interest in, the individual members 
of their class. The Form Teacher has the initial responsibility for the welfare and academic progress of 
each member of her/his Form Class. The Form Teacher in turn is supported by the Head of Key Stage 
and members of the Senior staff, including the school Principal. The Form Teacher meets with their 
Form Class for fifteen minutes at the start of every day. In addition, the Form Class will have one 35 
minute period per week with their Form Teacher for Personal Development (PD). The PD programme 
is designed to educate our students in order to assist them in making informed life choices. The 
programme is delivered using a range of teaching strategies including the use of outside agencies and 
speakers.

Promoting Positive Behaviour

We have high expectations with regard to behaviour at St. Joseph’s College. Our aim is to ensure 
that all students have the maximum opportunity of receiving a good, broad, balanced education in 
a well ordered and safe environment. Our fundamental principle of dignity and respect underpins 
everything we do. This college believes that positive behaviour is established in a safe environment 
where effective learning can take place. Our intention is to create a college ethos where all students are 
valued and believe in themselves. An integral part of promoting positive behaviour and encouraging 
high attainment is our reward systems. Years 8 to 10 are involved in the Credit Stamp system and 
Years 11 and 12 take part in the Academic Lottery. Both systems 
are designed to encourage hard work and 
good behaviour by a positive system of 
rewards. 

Moving From Primary School 

We understand that making the transition 
from primary school to post-primary school 
can be a nervous time for students. We 
aim to ensure that every individual feels 
happy and secure in their move to St. 
Joseph’s College. In order to achieve this 
aim and to embrace the new Key Stage 
3 curriculum, we have developed an 
innovative approach to learning in Year 8 
known as the Base Tutor Programme. This 
programme encourages the development 
of a strong relationship based on trust 
and mutual respect between tutor and 
student which is central to high quality 
learning.

Base Tutor Programme

Year 8 students will spend 25% of their 
school week with their Base Tutor who 
will deliver Humanities (History & 
Geography) and Learning for Life and 
Work to their tutor group. In support 
of the new Key Stage 3 curriculum, 
this programme incorporates a 
dynamic approach to learning 
whereby the traditional boundaries 
between subject areas will 
disappear. Instead, the subjects will 
be delivered on a thematic basis, 
facilitating connected learning with 
an emphasis on skills development.

Student Profile 
Natan Zietek - Year 14

I grew up in Enniskillen and went to the Enniskillen Model Primary school. The St Joseph’s College 
open day which I went to when I was still in P7 
encouraged me to choose St Joseph’s College 
for post primary education. During my GCSE’s 
the teachers did everything in their power to get 
me prepared for my exams as they were able to 
help me out individually because St Joseph’s 
College is one of the smallest secondary schools 
in Enniskillen. With the help of my teachers I have 
achieved 8 GCSEs graded A*- C which allowed me 
to move up to post 16 level.When I got my GCSEs, I had the option to go to 
other schools, but I chose St. Josephs College to 
expand my education. This allowed me to sit down 
with my teachers and figure out what subjects 
I would like to do for my A-Levels. The subjects 
that I chose are: Life and Health Sciences, Product 
Design and BTEC Business studies. My experience 
in St Josephs helped me to build confidence in 
myself and receive many achievements such as the 
Pope John Paul II Award and becoming the Vice-
President of the school student council. The school 
has given me many opportunities to work with 
charities and the community, I have also become 
an ambassador for Concern Worldwide. I’m sure that this school will be able to help all the 
new students that want to attend to St Joseph’s 
College as they have helped me to gain many goals 
and achievements. I personally advise anyone who 
would like to go to St Josephs to go to the open 
days.
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Homework
All students are expected to show a commitment to their work both in class and through the regular 
completion of homework. All students have a Homework Diary which allows parents/carers to see 
what homework their child has been set. Parents/carers are asked to sign the Homework Diary each 
week. Students will receive homework in all subjects at least once per week.

Attendance

Full attendance at St. Joseph’s College is an important factor in helping students to achieve their 
maximum potential. Parents are expected to contact the school by telephone on the first day of 
absence. On their return to school, students must bring a written note stating a reason for their 
absence and it must be signed by the student’s parent or carer.

Extra Curricular Activities
St. Joseph’s College places a strong emphasis on the cultural and creative aspects of education. We 
employ the services of a peripatetic Music teacher provided by the EA Western Region and also those 
of a specialist teacher of traditional Irish Music. 

The school runs a varied range of after school clubs. These include the following:

• ICT
• Soccer
• Library
• Business Studies 
• Maths
• Reading
• Cross Country 
• Trampolining
• English 
• Homework 
• U-14 Gaelic Football
• U-16 Gaelic Football
• Fitness Club
• Year 8 Gaelic Football
• Athletics
• Badminton
• Lego
• Coding
• Farming
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Monitoring Progress

As an all-ability non-selective school, St. Joseph’s College strives to 
ensure that each individual student achieves the very best that they 
possibly can.  Our aim is to provide every student with a wide range 
of possible choices and career paths at the end of their school 
life.  Achieving this requires careful monitoring of each individual 
student’s progress on a regular basis throughout their time with us.

St. Joseph’s is now using a SIMS Tracker Pack which allows all staff to monitor and evaluate the 
outcomes of six assessments given during the school year.  As a result of those, staff can put in place 
appropriate strategies to help students achieve their projected grades in line with evidence from CATs 
scores and other relevant data.

Mixed Ability Classes

We do not stream or set our Year 8 classes. Instead, our classes involve students of all abilities learning 
together. In Maths, students are grouped according to their ability. As students progress through the 
school, setting will be used only where appropriate so that students receive the level of support which 
will ensure their continued development and progress.

Target Setting

Early in Year 8 the students sit Cognitive Abilities Tests (CATs). This information, together with 
information from the student’s primary school, allows staff to set individual education targets for each 
child. Staff then work with each child across the curriculum to ensure that the targets are achieved within 
a specified time frame. Through this system we can ensure that each individual student progresses at 
a level and pace appropriate to their ability and needs. This allows us to work continually towards our 
aim of maximising the potential of each individual student.

Reporting

St. Joseph’s College believes that it is vital for success that parents work with the school in supporting 
their child’s learning. A key factor in this is good communication between students, staff and parents. 
In support of the Department of Education guidance, staff will formally report to parents once per year. 
This is in addition to Parents Evenings.
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School Uniform

We are very proud of St. Joseph’s College and we regard our uniform as a visual 
representation of that pride. Therefore, every student who attends the school is 
expected to wear the uniform in full. It consists of the following:

Key Stage 3/4

• Black school blazer with crest
• Mid grey trousers
• White shirt
• School tie (clip-on)
• Black shoes (not in the style of a training shoe or boots)
• Black v-neck jumper (optional)
• Black raincoat with St Joseph’s College crest -     

available from the school (optional)
• No hoodies or tracksuit tops

6th Form Uniform

• Navy blue school blazer with crest
• Navy blue trousers
• White Shirt
• 6th Form school tie (clip-on)
• Black raincoat with St. Joseph’s College crest -     

available from the school (optional)
• No hoodies or tracksuit tops

P.E. Uniform

• St. Joseph’s jersey
• St. Joseph’s shorts
• St. Joseph’s socks
• Trainers for indoor PE activities
• Football boots for use on the grass pitch
• St. Joseph’s tracksuit (optional)

Past Pupil Profile
Mark Fitzpatrick
I spent seven great years at St. Joseph’s College, all of which gave me much 
more than an education. I still remember very clearly the first few days of my first 
year: I felt very nervous making the big change from primary to secondary school. 
However it quickly became evident that I had no need to be afraid or nervous 
and I immediately started making lots of new friends. It was not just my fellow students who made 
me feel welcome, it was also the staff. I cannot speak highly enough of the teachers in St. Joseph’s 
College. I firmly believe that it is only through the education and formation that I received in St. 
Joseph’s that I got to where I am today. I studied for a degree in Real Estate Management at John 
Moore’s University in Liverpool. I was chosen as a student advocate whereby I market John Moores 
to students in secondary schools. I am also a very big advocate of St. Joseph’s College and would 
strongly recommend it to anyone choosing a post primary school.
My first few days of college were reminiscent of the beginning of my journey in St. Joseph’s with 
the difference being that I knew I would be fine, thanks to the person that St. Joseph’s College has 
helped me to become. I am now a negotiator at Cushman and Wakefield Real Estate Consultants 
in Dublin and my experience at St. Joseph’s College has left me really well equipped to meet any 
challenges ahead.

13
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School Prayer

Dear Jesus,

Help me to have the courage to follow my dreams.

Give me the patience to deal with difficulties and the 

strength to overcome barriers.

Strengthen the hope that motivates me.

I know that you have given me what it takes to be a 

success;

Please help me to use it to my best potential.

May I be a source of inspiration to others and always 

ready to do your will.

We ask this through Christ our Lord.

Amen
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Summary of Admission Criteria
The Board of Governors draws up the admissions criteria and delegates to an Admissions Sub-
Committee, which includes the Principal, the responsibility for applying these criteria. Any reference
herein to the term Board of Governors, includes any Committee or Sub-Committee appointed by 
the Board of Governors for the purpose of applying the Admission Criteria set out herein.

The lodging of an application is interpreted by the Board of Governors as an indication that the 
parents and the child concerned are in agreement with the ethos, philosophy, aims, policies and 
regulations of the school, including any code of conduct or discipline policy.

In selecting children for admission, children resident in Northern Ireland at the time of their proposed
admission to the College will be selected before any child not so resident.

Applicants should note that they may be required to produce documents verifying their address or 
the age of the child concerned.

Criteria for Admission to Year 8
The following criteria will be applied in the order set down 1 – 5 below by the Board of Governors
of St. Joseph’s College in selecting students for Year 8. In the event of over-subscription, in any one
criterion taken in order, priority will be given on the basis of proximity of home to school.

1.  Students who normally reside in the following parishes:
 Enniskillen, Botha, Pobal, Cleenish (not listed in order of preference)

2.  Students not residents of the above parishes, whose brother(s) attend or have attended the
 college.

3.  Students who have, or previously had, a family connection with the college.

4.  Students with special circumstances e.g. Social Services Report, health or security reasons. The
 Board of Governors will determine the merits of individual cases.

5.  Students from other parishes.

Criteria for admission to Years 9 – 14
1.  A student will be considered for enrolment provided that the school will not exceed its
 enrolment numbers as determined by the Department of Education.

2.  A student may be accepted into the school provided that, in the opinion of the Board of
 Governors, this would not prejudice the efficient use of the school’s resources.

3.  The admission of a student may not result in an increase in class size beyond that which is
 consistent with the school Curriculum Policy.

Admission to Sixth Form
Any student wishing to undertake post-16 study at St. Joseph’s College must achieve grades A* 
- C in at least 5 GCSE’s which must include either Mathematics or English. All candidates will be 
interviewed prior to admission to the Sixth Form. These interviews will take place in August after 
publication of GCSE results. 

School Policies
Copies of all policies such as Attendance, Homework, Child Protection etc are available from the 
school office. Through the implementation of the St. Joseph’s College Drugs Policy (in line with 
guidelines put forward by DENI Circular 2004/9) we endeavour to educate our students about the 
consequences and risks of drug and alcohol use and misuse.

Admission Statistics
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One of the core values of St. Joseph’s College is equality of opportunity and this is supported by the 
fact that we are an all-ability non-selective school. The staff at St. Joseph’s College are committed to 
supporting each individual child in achieving his full potential and this is illustrated by the range of 
examination results detailed below.

Year Admissions Number Total Applications Total Admissions
2015/2016 74 35 35
2016/2017 74 24 24
2017/2018 74 50 50
2018/2019 74 36 36
2019/2020 74 51 51



Darragh McKenna, Holy Trinity PS, Enniskillen

My name is Darragh McKenna.  I came from Holy Trinity Primary School.  The day 
before I came to St. Joseph’s I was very scared.  When I came to school for the first 
time I was greeted at the front door by Mr Corrigan and he showed me to my class.  
I was really nervous.  We then went out to Mr O’Rourke’s room and at this point I 
was a lot less nervous and a lot more relaxed.  Ever since the first day I have settled 
in really well and I like all the teachers and classroom assistants. They have been 
really kind and welcoming.

My favourite subjects are PE, Home Economics and English because all the teachers 
are really warm and kind.  My highlights so far are getting a good score in my Maths 
test and tracksuit day because I got to play soccer with my friends.  What I most like 

about the school is that they always put the students first.

Flynn Doherty, St. Martin’s PS, Garrison

Before I came to St Joseph’s I was nervous but also looking forward to it.  I was 
coming from a school in Garrison, the school was called St. Martin’s Primary School.  
It was me and my friend Kyle coming to St. Joseph’s College.  I made new friends 
fairly quickly their names were Jack Duffy, Kian Whitehouse, Shane Carroll and 
Oisin McGurn. Mr O’Rourke my new form teacher has made me feel very welcome 
to the school and the classroom assistants have been a great help.

My favourite subjects are Home Economics - I love it because we get to cook with 
a friend and we get to take home the food we make.  I love PE because we get 
to play football and other activities like Rugby but my favourite sport is Gaelic 
football.

I am really enjoying the school so far and I am looking forward to the rest of the year.

Jack Duffy, St. Patrick’s PS, Derrygonnelly

Hi my name is Jack Duffy.  When I first came to this school I felt nervous about how 
strict the teachers would be but I needn’t have worried because they are all very 
nice – firm but fair!  The day I enjoyed the most so far was our tracksuit day.  We had 
the chance to do any activity we wanted so I chose to do soccer on the 4G pitch at 
the Lakeland Forum – it was class!

One of my favourite subjects is Home Economics because you get to make different 
foods.  I like a lot of subjects and I like moving to different classrooms during the 
day because I find it easier to concentrate. I am also part of the school choir and we 
have already performed at our school mass and Prize Night.

I am really enjoying the school and I would really recommend this school and I’m sure you would like it too.

Oisin Kerrin, St. Mary’s PS, Mullymesker

My name is Oisin.  I came from St. Mary’s Primary School, Mullymesker.  Before 
I came I was feeling nervous and excited too.  When I got to the school I said 
to myself “I can do this”.  I walked through the front door and there was people 
waiting for me.  They took me to my form room where I met loads of my friends 
and made new friends.

I settled in well and was very happy.  I also got to see my form teacher Mr O’Rourke.  
I got to meet my classroom assistants Mrs Fitzpatrick and Mr Boyd.  They were 
really nice.  My favourite subjects are PE and Home Economics.  I enjoyed tracksuit 
day.  I did fishing and I nearly caught a pike – it was a blast!  I love all the dinners 
and there are lots to choose from.  There are so many things to like about my new 
school and I’m delighted I chose to come here.
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What the Year 8’s have to say
Aron Malone, St Patricks Primary School, Mullanaskea 

Hello my name is Aron Malone. I attended St Patricks Primary School Mullanaskea 
and I live in Coa.

I was feeling very excited and a bit nervous but I did not need to worry as I got the 
bus with my friends. 

I met others from my primary school and others I already knew. 
This is a fantastic school and it is about ten times bigger than my primary school. 
The staff are very nice as were my primary school staff. 
My favourite subject is French as it is new to me. Moving classes is fun as you get to 
talk but you have to be fast. I have also made lots of new friends.
I am glad I chose St Joseph’s because it is a marvellous school and you get great 

help from the teachers and classroom assistants. My message to you is that this is the best school ever. 

Aodhan Cullen, St. Columban’s PS, Belcoo

Hi my name is Aodhan.  My primary school was called St. Columban’s, Belcoo.  
Before I came here I felt nervous about how I was going to make friends and am I 
going to get bullied.  But my first day was amazing. We got to meet new teachers 
and new friends.  We got arranged into seats, we had a nice dinner and we got no 
homework.

I settled in very fast because the teachers helped me, and the learning assistants 
too.  My favourite subjects are Home Economics, PE and Maths.  Home Economics 
is really good. You get to cook every 2 weeks and PE is really good because we play 
football.  My highlights so far are the farming club and tracksuit day. On Tracksuit 
day we got to play Gaelic football all evening after lunch which was really fun. 

I have made a lot of friends since coming to the school so don’t’ worry about anything, you will be the best if you 
join our school.

Conor McCarron, St Mary’s Primary School, Tempo

Hello my name is Conor McCarron and I went to St Mary’s Primary School in Tempo. 
I live in Tempo and not that far away from St Joseph’s. When the first day arrived 
to come here to St Joseph’s I was excited because I couldn’t wait to meet the staff 
and meet new pupils who could be my new friends. I was a tiny bit nervous though 
because I wanted everyone to like me but after the first day I knew everything 
would be fine. On my first day at St Joseph’s I took the bus and I knew a few people 
so I was ok. When I arrived at St Joseph’s I saw John-Joe and Thomas from my old 
school in my form class. When I looked at the school from outside it was massive 
compared to my old school and I knew it would take a few days for me to know the 
way around. The dinners are actually nice enough, my primary school dinners were 
lovely but dinners are still nice. The staff in the school are really, really nice and they 
will always make sure that everyone is ok and if you had any problems you just have 

to go to them and they will sort it out. The subjects I like are PE, Technology, Home Economics, Art and Maths is 
actually class as well. I loved moving from class to class because you never get bored and you aren’t in the same 
classroom all day. I have made a lot of friends since coming to St Joseph’s because we have a lot of things in 
common and they are just themselves. I love everything about St Joseph’s and I know a lot of the boys who want 
to come here in September will love it and I am so glad that I came here. My advice is if you come here just  be 
yourself and don’t put on an act for other people to like you. 
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